202602-6257 ik 3 Gl -ad) aed

oflg&?_,gluf(}jud/aw.dw‘lKG’/..,(";U::’;‘VU;‘%
Superstition in Pashtoon Society: An Analytical Study in the
Light of Islamic Perspective
e Mgkt 1 w1818

ISSN (P) 2664-0031 (E) 2664-0023 Published: June,2026
DOI: https://doi.org/10.37605/fahmiislam.v9i1.3

Abstract

No period of human history has remained entirely free from superstitious
beliefs, customary practices, and their social consequences. Such beliefs and
traditions have existed, in varying forms, among almost every tribe, nation, and
civilisation. The divinely revealed laws conveyed by the Prophets primarily
aimed at the moral, spiritual, and social reformation of human society. At the
same time, these revealed laws did not reject all prevailing customs
indiscriminately; rather, they accepted those customs that were compatible with
divine guidance and prohibited practices that contradicted fundamental religious
and ethical principles.

The Pashtun nation possesses a long historical and cultural heritage. Despite
geographical divisions, political boundaries, and tribal diversity, Pashtun
communities have maintained a shared cultural identity throughout different
periods of history. Various Pashtun tribes continue to preserve their distinct
tribal identities while remaining connected to a broader national, cultural, and
civilizational framework.

Pashtun society is generally characterised by a strong attachment to ancestral
traditions, family customs, tribal codes, and regional practices. Consequently,
certain superstitious beliefs and inherited customs are observed with
considerable strictness. In some cases, customary practices are given greater
social importance than the injunctions of Islamic Shariah. This study critically
examines the nature, causes, and manifestations of superstition in Pashtun
society and evaluates prevalent beliefs and practices in the light of Islamic
teachings. It also seeks to distinguish between culturally acceptable customs and
those superstitious practices that conflict with the principles of Islamic belief,
ethics, and social reform.

Keywords: Pashtun Society, Superstition, Customs and Traditions, Islamic
Teachings, Shariah, Tribal Culture, Social Reform.
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